The End of the Campaign
their friends and no one was eager to discover them. The
local magistracy were< sickened at the deluge of blood, and
weary of the sight of the mangled bodies of their poorer
neighbours dangling by the side of the highway, and there
seems to have been an immediate lull in the hue and cry as
soon as Jeffreys' back was turned.
Economically, too, these massacres were locally incon-
venient. They destroyed a number of useful craftsmen and
skilled labourers, and left a large number of widows and
orphans on the rates. Then the prisoners in the crowded
jails were a heavy charge on the county, and so great was the
number of them in some places that new accommodation
had to be provided for them. All this expense fell on the
county, who found that they were keeping and feeding
hundreds of able-bodied citizens in order that the King and
his courtiers might ultimately sell them into slavery in the
West Indies and pocket the proceeds. To crown all, small-
pox and typhoid appeared in the crowded prisons and refused
to be confined within their walls. Can one wonder that the
-men of Devon, typically English, Protestant, and independ-
ent of London authority, gave Jeffreys but a poor welcome
and stinted him in the supply of fodder for his gibbets ?
We write of Jeffreys as though he was the only judge in
the Commission, but of course there were four other judges,
though history is silent as to what part they played in the
proceedings. It seems unlikely that they merely sat decora-
tively on each side of their chief, like dumb pot dogs, whilst
Jeffreys bullied and raved. It seems more probable that
they sat in other courts taking pleas of guilty and uttering
sentences. This would necessitate deputy clerks of arraigns
and the compilation of different jail books and other circuit
records, and would do much to account for the incomplete
returns of the mass of criminal trials that were hustled
through in the few weeks of the Bloody Assize.
It would also account, perhaps, for the varying fates of
the prisoners. I can well understand a Court, consisting of
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